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CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY SERVICES AMENDMENT (BODY PIERCING) BILL 2007 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 29 August 2007. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [6.57 pm]: I rise to speak on the Children and Community 
Services Amendment (Body Piercing) Bill 2007. As a parent, I am very concerned about young children getting 
body piercings, especially without their parents’ consent. We have to realise that society is changing and keeping 
up with everyone else is very much a part today’s climate, especially for young teenagers. I am very glad that the 
member for Alfred Cove introduced this bill because it is very important. I have done some research on it and I 
have found that Queensland has legislation in place to provide for this matter. South Australia and Victoria have 
moved to introduce similar legislation. It is timely that Western Australia introduce this legislation. 

Tattoos and body piercings are certainly a personal choice. It is very important for us, as the so-called law-
makers of the state, to ensure that people who get body piercings or tattoos are the right age to do so. I have two 
daughters and my eldest will be 14 years of age this year. I guess I will be pressured to allow her to get a 
bellybutton piercing. I am not a big fan of it, and I will fight very hard to convince my daughter not to do 
anything to her body because it is the only one she has been given. I have seen piercings in eyebrows, tongues 
and lips. I do not know how many kids I have seen with their tongues pierced who cannot speak. I shake my 
head and walk away, wondering how they felt about doing it at the time. It is an issue and I am glad that the 
member has introduced the bill. We have to look at this process. Tattooing is a huge issue in society. It is very 
common now for young girls to get tattoos on their backs and ankles. Someone said to me recently that we 
should imagine what it will be like in retirement homes in about 40 or 50 years with all these older women with 
tattoos. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: They will be in different positions! 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Yes, member for Cottesloe, the tattoos will be in different positions! That is exactly right. 
That is part of the process. We have to look at this. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

House adjourned at 7.00 pm 
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